
IPotential Offers for Purchase Fundamental E-Commerce Patent Portfolio 

SAN MATEO, Calif. – Nov. 6, 2006 – IPotential, the technology intellectual property (IP) experts, 

today announced that Calonge & Associates, LLC, an early innovator in the area of business-to-

business and business-to-consumer on-line commerce, has retained the IPotential patent 

brokerage team to assist in the sale of United States Patent 7,072,857. This patent covers a 

fundamental innovation in use on nearly all Web sites offering users the opportunity to view and 

purchase goods and services offered by multiple vendors, such as travel sites, comparison 

shopping sites and e-procurement sites.     

This asset will provide the purchaser with a unique, commanding patent position in the rapidly 

growing area of Internet commerce.  The patent covers a method of providing users the 

opportunity to identify potential vendors offering a product or service they desire through the use 

of an on-line request form, and, once identified, then provide the user the opportunity to complete 

a purchase from the vendor. With a November 1999 Priority Date, this portfolio, which includes an 

open continuation that may be used to further expand and refine the claimed invention, provides 

an opportunity to the patent buyer to own an early and broad patent on a widely used method for 

conducting purchasing transactions on the Internet.  

“This portfolio has the potential to be as fundamental to Internet commerce, as it is practiced 

today, as the CommerceOne patent portfolio, which attracted so much attention when it was sold 

in December of 2004,” said Ron Epstein, CEO of IPotential. “We believe that the system covered 

in the ‘857 patent is employed in many Web-based systems offering users the opportunity to 

search for and purchase products and services from multiple vendors. This patent should have 

tremendous strategic value to the company that purchases this portfolio.” 

“At the time we created and developed these patents, Internet commerce was in its infancy. One 

of the challenges of the fledgling system was to provide on-line shoppers with an efficient and 

effective vehicle to relate their needs and have them met, while enabling them with the ability to 

easily sift through vast quantities of information and, simultaneously, organize and integrate 

different types of data in ways that are conducive to the on-line shopping experience,” said 

Cynthia Calonge, President of Calonge & Associates, LLC. “We selected IPotential because of 

their proven success in the buying and selling of patent portfolios, which speaks volumes to their 

intimate knowledge of the buyer’s and seller’s needs. We’re making striking progress toward 

capitalizing on these patents.”



IPotential has prepared background materials and will be actively marketing the patent portfolio 

over the next few months. IPotential expects to solicit bids in January 2007, assisting prospective 

buyers in all steps of the patent review. Additional information on the patent portfolio is available 

on IPotential’s website at http://ipotential.com/brokerage/calonge.    

 

About IPotential  
IPotential is the technology industry’s leading strategic intellectual property service provider. Its 
independent brokerage, IPotential Patent Brokerage Services (IPBS), is the market maker for 
technology patents. With experience in buying and selling thousands of patents, IPBS helps its 
clients through the complicated legal, business and technical process of selling or buying patents. 
Its founders have more than 25 years of patent transaction experience at leading Silicon Valley 
companies. For more information, please see http://www.ipotential.com/. 
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